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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT S RESPONSE TO CONDOLENCE MESSAGE 

1 . THE PRESIDENT RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING CONDOLENCE MESSAGE 
FROM ABBEY CHARBEL KASSIS KASLIK ON THE DEATHS OF AMBAS- 
SADOR MELOY AND HIS COLLEAGUES IN BEIRUT. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

HONORABLE GERALD FORD.PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

WHITE HOUSE. WASHINGTON, D.C. 

THE PERMANENT CONGRESS OF THE LEBANESE RELIGIOUS ORDER 
EXPRESSES IT'S PROFOUND REGRET, INDIGNATION. AND THE 
ENUNCIATION OF THE INHUMAN MURDERS OF YOUR AMBASSADOR AND 
HIS COMPANIONS IN BEIRUT. THE BARBAROUS ACT RINGS OUT THE 
TRAGIC PROBLEM OF LEBANON WHERE ALL MEANS OF MAINTAINING 
LAW AND ORDER HAS VIRTUALLY DISAPPEARED WITH THE RESULTS 
THAT THE LEBANESE POPULATION LIVES IN A STATE OF TERROR 
AND UNCERTAINTY ABOUT THEIR FUTURE. WE TRUST THAT THE 
CONCERN OF THE UNITED STATES WILL SPEEDILY TRANSLATE IT 
SELF INTO THE APPROPRIATE MEASURE WHICH WILL HELP IN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 196759 

RESTORING PEACE AND ORDER IN THIS COUNTRY AND REASSURING 
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OUR TORTURED PEOPLE ABOUT THEIR LIVES AND FUTURE. 

FOR THE PERMANENT CONGRESS,ABBEY CHARBEL KASSIS KASLIK 
JOUNIEH, LEBANON. END TEXT. 

3. EMBASSY PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE ALONG THE FOLLOWING LINES: 

I HAVE BEEN ASKED BY THE PRESIDENT TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
TELEGRAM OF SYMPATHY CONCERNING THE DEATHS OF AMBASSADOR 
MELOY, FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER WARING, AND ZOHAIR MOGHRABI. 

DESPITE THIS DEPLORABLE ACT, THE UNITED STATES REMAINS COM- 
MITTED TO FINDING A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THE CRISIS IN 
LEBANON WHICH WILL PROVIDE SECURITY AND OPPORTUNITY TO ALL 
GROUPS AND COMMUNITIES IN THE COUNTRY. HABIB 
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